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Recent Actions on PFAS by U.S. EPA’s 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 

ECOS Fall Meeting, September 4, 2024
Cliff Villa, U.S. EPA Office of Land and Emergency Management
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Interim Guidance on PFAS Destruction & Disposal 
(April 2024):

Second update of Interim Guidance covers –
• Destruction and Disposal (D&D) technologies
• Emerging D&D technologies
• Assessment of potential impacts on communities, 

including potentially vulnerable populations 
• EPA’s PFAS research program and research needs

Guidance to be used as a resource.  No requirements for 
states or others. 
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D&D Technologies

• Includes the following information, where available, on 
thermal treatment, landfills, and underground injection:

• Types of treatment within the technology “class”
• Ability to destroy/contain PFAS, and control measures for 

PFAS if not destroyed
• Potential for releases
• Testing and monitoring
• Uncertainties/unknowns and prioritized research needs
• Technology and infrastructure considerations
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Emerging D&D Technologies

• Presents a Technology Evaluation Framework for 
evaluating and selecting a technology

• Based on technology, material, analytical methods, efficacy, 
community considerations & regulatory requirements

• Can also be used by technology developers and vendors as 
an outline for information-sharing
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Impacts on Potentially Vulnerable Populations

• Interim guidance includes considerations for potentially 
vulnerable populations living near likely D&D sites
• Defines properties of vulnerability and potential for 

disproportionate impacts (e.g., EJ concerns)
• Describes how to consider vulnerable populations when 

assessing the potential impact of releases
• Provides links to EPA's tools for developing risk assessments 

that incorporate vulnerability
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Research Needs on PFAS D&D

• Interim guidance identifies broad areas where further research 
needed:

• Better characterize PFAS-containing materials targeted for D&D 
• Improve understanding of the performance of PFAS D&D methods

• Specific research needs were prioritized as high, medium, or low to 
help inform future versions of this guidance 

• EPA, DoD, and others are conducting relevant research in these 
areas.  EPA seeks collaborative access to facilities to generate 
additional data to address information gaps

• For information about EPA’s PFAS research visit: www.epa.gov/pfas
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Research Needs on PFAS D&D
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Next Steps

• EPA is now accepting public 
comments on the interim guidance

• For your comments to be 
considered in a future version of 
the interim guidance, please 
upload them to the docket by 
October 15, 2024

• EPA will issue third update of 
guidance before end of 2026 

https://www.regulations.gov/docket/EPA-HQ-OLEM-2020-0527/document 

https://www.regulations.gov/docket/EPA-HQ-OLEM-2020-0527/document
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